Grange Formed 
in Fern Prairie 


30 Years Ago 


Fern Prairie Grange was or- 
ganized on Dec. 28, 1928, by 
Deputy State Master C. A. 
Sperber. 

There were 62 charter mem- 
bers who met for the first time 
in the Fern Prairie schoolhouse. 
Seven of these members are 
still active in the Grange. They 
are Ernest Richie, Orpha Cory, 
Mae Scougal, Edith Witkowski, 
Stanley and Jessie Stephenson 
and Neva Rielly. 

The first officers of the 
Grange elected on Dec. 28, 1928, 
were: Master, J. C. Campbell; 
overseer, W. E. Hall; lecturer, 
Winnie H. Fussner; steward, 
Stanley Stephenson; Asst. stew- 
ard, Iernest Richie; chaplain, 
A. J. Kocker; treasurer, E. L. 
Cooper; secretary, Margaret 
M. Bruning; gate keeper, Wil- 
liam C. Scougal; ceres, May 
‘Campbell; pomona, Chrystal 
Richie; flora, Jessie Stephen- 
son; lady Asst. steward, Mae 
Scougall. 

The Grangers met in the 
schoolhouse for about four 
months; then I. R. Fletcher let 
them use his prune-dryer for 
a meeting place and also to 
hold dances. The proceeds went 
towards a new hall. They met 
in the prune dryer for one and 
a half years and then moved 
into the new hall now known 
as Fern Prairie Grange hall. 
Much of the work was donate3 
by the members. This hall has 
been used by the people of Fern 
Prairie for many years for var- 
ious projects of benefit to the 
community. 

Current project is sponsorship 
of the Boy Scout Troop 308 for 
the past ten years. Present 
Scoutmaster is Cass Roberts. 
Last year and this year they 
co-sponsored a local 4-H fair. 
The Ladies Auxiliary each year 
does canning of fruit and veg- 
etables for the Washington Chil- 
dren’s home in Seattle. : 
_The Grange also takes an ac- 
tive part in community drives 
such as Polio drive, Boys Town 
and Red Cross drive. They also 
have a relief committee, to help 
families who have had fires or 
weer disasters. 

‘Present officers are master, 
Adolph Ast; Overseer, Ella 
Snell; lecturer, Elma Hendrex; 
steward, Bill Pickett; Asst. 
Steward, Frank Blake; chap- 
lain, Maude Kvinge; treasurer 
Alice Blake; secretary, Char- 
lett Platt; gate keeper, Louis 
Snell; ceres, Dottie Ast; po- 
mona, Emma DeTemple: flora 
Emma Pickett; lady Asst. stew. 
ard, Jessie Stephenson, execu- 
tive committee, Ben Kvinge 
Tracy Snider and Stanley Ste. 
Phenson; pianist, Elenor Mes- 
sick. 

Our meeti 
and 4th Sia ae the 2nd 


